
North East of France

• Paris & Champagne
• Northeast France: a multi-faceted destination



Northeast France: easy to reach

Area we visit

2 hour to Reims from Paris by car

1 hour TGV from Paris to Reims 



Grand Est

Hauts-de-France



Suggested itinerary

Paris & Champagne



Overnights Transfers out/in Paris Visits



DAY 1 – Meuse
Arrival in Meuse - Upon arrival in Paris your guide will be waiting for you to be transferred to Bar-le-Duc in the Meuse region one of the most beautiful Renaissance towns in France. 
Meuse in Lorraine and Grand Est, is at the crossroads of Europe sharing borders with Belgium and Luxembourg, not far from Germany. History has left here its imprints in the stones, 
soil, memory. Dinner and overnight at Verdun - Hotel Les Jardins du Mess**** 

DAY 2 - Meuse
• Visit Bar-le-Duc the former capital of the powerful and independent Duchy of Bar. 

• Lunch at the Château des Monthairons**** one of the best restaurants of the area. 

• Drive to the Meuse hills, production area of wine and the famous mirabelle plums. Make a stop at a cave for a  tasting on the way. 

• WW1 American Memorial at Montsec Hill . Visible from miles away, this monument was erected by the United States at the top of a hill observatory used by the Germans. 

• Dinner and overnight at Verdun - Hotel Les Jardins du Mess**** 

DAY 3 – Verdun in Meuse
• Battlefield of Verdun. 300 days and 300 nights of unbroken fighting. More than 300,000 dead and missing, 400,000 French and German wounded. 
• The Douaumont ossuary – it contains the remains of 130,000 unknown soldiers. The Ossuary gives a comprehensive overview of the Battle of Verdun. 
• Verdun Memorial - The Verdun Memorial, reopens in February 2016. Tours are designed to explain and bring to life the history behind the Battle of Verdun. 
• Good to know: If your clients are in the Meuse on a Friday or Saturday during the summer: possibility to propose the SPECIAL EVENT DES FLAMMES... A LA LUMIERE from end of June until end of 

July :600 volunteers in the “Connaissance de la Meuse” Association remember one of the largest conflicts in the history of mankind – the Battle of Verdun. 
• Discover a candy  linked to the French culture: the Dragée de Verdun. This delicate sugar-coated almond, was considered from the date of its birth at Verdun during the 13th Century as an aid to 

fertility, and today, no self-respecting wedding or baptism celebration in France would be without “dragées” on the table. 
• Dinner & overnight at Verdun – Hotel Les Jardins du Mess****



DAY 4 – Marne

After Breakfast  Departure to Meuse Argonne - See on the way at Varennes-en-Argonne, the town where Louis the XVI had been arrested. 
• Memorial de Pennsylvanie at Varennes-en-Argonne. 
• New exhibition in the Musée d’Argonne “The Great War in 3D”:
• Stop at the Montfaucon American Memorial.  This monument was erected by the American Battle Monuments Commission (ABMC), a US 

government agency that also takes care of its maintenance. This was the biggest battle in the history of American at that time.
• Meuse Argonne cemetery at Romagne-sous-Montfaucon.  With its 14,246 crosses, the Romagne Memorial is the largest American graveyard

in Europe. 
• Lunch gastronomic restaurant
• Guided visit to Reims - In Reims, discover more than 2,000 years of history. A simple glance is enough to understand that from the Gallo-Roman period until today, Reims has 

played a central role in history. 
• Dinner and night at La Paix hotel**** at Reims

DAY 5 – Aisne
• Guided visit to Meteyer House of Champagne and its museum. Oenology class followed by a discovery of the vineyards with a vintage car.
• Lunch in a restaurant –
• Discovery of Belleau Woods(Aisne-Marne US cemetery, ) and the new ‘Cote 204’ American visitor center at Château-Thierry. This majestic Cote 204 

monument overlooks the Marne valley from an altitude of 204 metres above sea level
• Night and dinner to the beautiful Château de Courcelles**** at Courcelles-sur-Vesle

DAY 6 - Aisne
• Guided visit to the medieval city of Laon - Known as the ‘Montagne Couronnée’ (the Crowned Mountain), the majestic city of Laon opens its gates to 

visitors. Be it the cathedral, a masterpiece of primitive Gothic art, or the maze of streets dating back to the Middle Ages, the whole of the hilltop city 

invites you to stroll around within the city walls.

• Lunch at a local restaurant

• Guided visit to the Château of Blérancourt When the tide of battle turned in the latter conflict, 1917, Anne Morgan, daughter of the wealthy 

American John Pierpont Morgan, organized at Blérancourt a group of American women volunteers who delivered medical and social services to the local French population which 

had been severly traumatized by the war. 

• Farewell to the Region with a Dinner at local restaurant 

• Overnight in Château de Courcelles**** at Courcelles-sur-Vesle

Day 7 - Departure to Paris
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Suggested itinerary

Northeast France: a multi-faceted destination



Northeast France: easy to reach

1 hour 30 minutes to Amiens from Paris

1 hour high speed train from Paris 

Area we visit



Overnights (6)
• 1 Mercure Amiens Cathedral
• 2 Chateau de Beaulieu  - Lens
• 3 nights Chateau de Courcelles

Arrival/Departure airport - CDG

Day trip
1.30hrs

1.00 hr

2.00 hrs

1.00hr

2.00 hrs

1.30 Driving time



Day 1 – CDG - Amiens
➢ Overnight in Amiens
➢ Light show at the Cathedral 
Admire the cathedral’s mysterious façade and let yourselves be taken on a sensory journey by its incredible beauty. The light show during the evening is a 
highlight.
Overnight at the Mercure Amiens Cathedral Hotel

DAY 2 - Visit the Cathedral Notre-Dame of Amiens 
Notre-Dame Cathedral 
A UNESCO heritage site.  Built from 1220 to 1288, One of the largest Gothic buildings ever built.

Lochnagar Crater - Visit this impressive mine crater, 300 ft. in diameter and 150 ft. deep, is the remains of a series of explosions that occurred 
on 1 July 1916. It took place at 7.28am, signaling the start of the Battle of the Somme by the British. 
Somme 1916 museum 
Located in the center of Albert, a town which is the symbol of the 1st World War, this museum goes back over the soldiers' life in the trenches 
during the offensive of 1 July 1916. There are about 15 alcoves and display cases in a 300 yards long underground that was used as an 
air-raid shelter during the war.
Evening overnight at Château de Beaulieu – Joué-lès-Tours

Day 3  - Visit the Louvre-Lens museum 
Among its treasures, this museum houses «the time gallery ». With more than 200 works shared with  the Louvre in Paris, it offers a trip through 5000 years of 
the history of art, from the birth of the written word up until the mid- 19th Century. 
Evening overnight at Château de Beaulieu – Joué-lès-Tours

DAY BY DAY



DAY 4  - French National Necropolis of Notre-Dame-de-Lorette
Immediately after the conflict, the French State created what was to be the largest national necropolis on the
plateau of Notre-Dame de Lorette.
The Ring of Remembrance, international memorial inaugurated on 11th November 2014. 
Enjoy a visit to the town of Arras, including speciality shops and a view of the iconic square from the top of the 
UNESCO-listed Belfry  - Evening overnight at Château de Beaulieu – Joué-lès-Tours

Day 5 -Visit the Château of Blérancourt
The elegant seventeenth-century château witnessed the ravages of the French Revolution and the 'Great War' [World War I]. When the 
tide of battle turned in the latter conflict, 1917, Anne Morgan, daughter of the wealthy American John Pierpont Morgan, organized at 
Blérancourt a group of American women volunteers who delivered medical and social services to the local French population which 
had been severly traumatized by the war. In 1918, the Armistice was signed in a railroad car parked in the nearby woods. Anne 
Morgan's work continued until the French authorities were able to assume the tasks.  In 1931, Blérancourt became a French national 
museum on Franco-American Cooperation. The unique collection informs visitors of the American participation in the Great War, 
highlighting the activities of Anne Morgan's American Committee for 
Devastated France; of the first American 'fly boys', the Lafayette Flying Corps; of the volunteer ambulance drivers, especially 
those of the American Field Service. Enjoy lunch at l’Hostellerie Le Griffon at Blérancourt . Visit the medieval city of Laon
Known as the ‘Montagne Couronnée’ (the Crowned Mountain), the majestic city of Laon opens its gates to visitors. Be it the 
cathedral, a masterpiece of primitive Gothic art   , or the maze of streets dating back to the Middle Ages, the whole of the 
Drive to Château de Courcelles - Check-in and overnight at the Château de Courcelles**** at Courcelles-sur-Vesle. Dinner at the hotel. 

DAY BY DAY



DAY BY DAY

DAY 6 - Visit  Belleau (Aisne-Marne US cemetery, wood) and the new ‘Cote 204’ American visitor center at Château-Thierry
With 2.289 graves and its commemorative chapel, Belleau Wood has been converted into a memorial dedicated to all Americans who fought there during the 
First World War. This majestic Cote 204 monument overlooks the Marne valley from an altitude of 600 ft. above sea level, on the very spot where the Americans 
took the hill after the 1st and 2nd of July 1918 attacks. 
Visit to Pannier House of Champagne and enjoy a tasting of champagne at Château-Thierry Experience the superb cellars and taste Pannier Champagne, which is 
the result of a unique know-how. At the heart of the Marne Valley vineyard, the Pannier house has magnificent cellars turned into a museum and exhibition 
center
Overnight at the Château de Courcelles

Day 7 Visit the town of Bar-le-Duc, a treasure of the 16th Century. This charming town was once the capital of the 
Duchy of Bar and is filled with fantastic buildings and historic features that take you on a journey back through the 
16th Century. 
Visit the Battlefield of Verdun 
300 days and 300 nights of unbroken fighting. More than 300,000 dead and missing, 400,000 French and German 
wounded. The Battle of Verdun in 1916 was the most deadly head-on clash between France and Germany in history. 
It is impossible to truly grasp the profound horror of the Great War and understand the sacrifice of a whole generation
without visiting Verdun. 
Verdun Memorial 
The Verdun Memorial, reopened in February 2016, after two years of extension and renovation work.. 
At the centre of the revamped Memorial is an image of a Verdun soldier, who could be French or German. 
2,000 items on display, a multitude of often previously unseen photographs, French and German eyewitness. 
The visit takes you on an educational but emotional journey.
The ossuary 
It contains the remains of 130,000 unknown soldiers, laid to rest with their comrades for all eternity.The Ossuary and necropolis are two of the national French 
memorials to the First World War. The Ossuary gives a comprehensive overview of the Battle of Verdun. 
Overnight at the Château de Courcelles

Day 8 – Transfer to CDG or to Paris as an extension to your trip



Mercure Amiens Cathedrale Hotel ****  








